/s
it

¢
iz

ﬂﬂ INDONESIAN JOURNAL OF ARABIC STUDIES
"-'#‘ Published by Departement of Arabic Language and Literature
Faculty of Adab IAIN Syekh Nurjati Cirebon, Indonesia

| Research Article

https://doi.org/
10.24235/ijas.v6i1.16622

Citation:

Elsheakh, Mohamed Rady
Mohamed Elpaz, and Mohd Syaugqi
Bin Arshad. “Barriers to Arabic
Language Teaching in Higher
Education Institutions in Malaysia.
Realities and Empirical
Experience-Based
Indonesia Journal of Arabic
Studies 6, no. 1 (2024): 51-65.

Correspondence:
Mohamed Rady Mohamed Elpaz
Elsheakh

Email: drrady2024@gmail,com

Received: February 09, 2024
Accepted: May 20, 2024
Published: May 31, 2024

Copyright holder:

© Mohamed Rady Mohamed Elpaz
Elsheakh, Mohd Syauqgi Bin
Arshad.

First publication right:

Indonesian Journal of Arabic
Studies

IJAS | Vol. 6 | No. 1 | 2024

Solutions.”

Barriers to Arabic Language Teaching in
Higher  Education Institutions in
Malaysia: Realities and Solutions Based
on Empirical Experience
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ABSTRACT

Purpose — This study aims to identify the primary obstacles in
teaching Arabic at higher education institutions in Malaysia and
propose practical and effective solutions based on empirical
experience. Arabic plays a crucial role in the educational context of
countries with significant Muslim populations like Malaysia. This
research is relevant for enhancing the quality of Arabic language
teaching and enriching knowledge and cross-cultural communication
skills. Design/methods/approach— The research employs an
intrinsic case study approach at Sultan Abdul Halim Mu'adzam Shah
International Islamic University, involving participants comprising
lecturers, students, and academic staff engaged in Arabic language
teaching. Data were collected through in-depth interviews,
observations, and document analysis, and subsequently analyzed
using thematic analysis techniques. Findings — The findings reveal
several key obstacles in teaching Arabic, including teacher-centered
instructional models, inadequate use of interactive media and teaching
aids, limited reading materials, restricted opportunities for
communication in Arabic, and non-conducive learning environments.
Additionally, low student motivation emerged as a significant
challenge.The study proposes several solutions, such as the
development of more interactive teaching methods, increased
utilization of technology in learning, provision of supplementary
reading materials, and the creation of more conducive learning
environments. These solutions are expected to enhance the quality of
Arabic language teaching in Malaysia and help students achieve better
language proficiency Research implications — The primary
contribution of this research lies in offering a holistic approach that
combines theoretical analysis and empirical data based on practical
experience, providing more realistic and applicable guidance for Arabic
language educators and education policymakers in Malaysia.
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T Nahla A. K. Alhirtani, “The Use of Modern Teaching Methods in Teaching Arabic Language at Higher
Education Phase from the Point View of Arabic Language Professors—A Case of a Premier University,”
International Education Studies 13, no. 1 (December 27, 2019): 32, https://doi.org/10.5539/ies.v13n1p32;
Tham Siew Yean, ed., Internationalizing Higher Education in Malaysia: Understanding, Practices and Challenges
(Singapore: ISEAS—Yusof Ishak Institute, 2013).
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2 Sayuthi Atman Said and Ahmad Hashif Ulwan, “Integration of Technology in Learning Arabic Language:
Mumtaz Method Textbook with Interactive Power Point Features,” ALSUNIYAT: Jurnal Penelitian Bahasa,
Sastra, Dan Budaya Arab 6, no. 2 (2023): 146-58, https://doi.org/10.17509/alsuniyat.v6i2.63881; Donna Hess,
“Exploring Instructional Design in Arabic Education,” Issues and Trends in Learning Technologies 9, no. 2 (2021),
https://doi.org/https://doi.org/10.2458/itlt.2391.

3 Afaf Al-Bataineh, “Language Policy in Higher Education in the United Arab Emirates: Proficiency, Choices
and the Future of Arabic,” Language Policy 20, no. 2 (2021): 215-36, https://doi.org/10.1007/s10993-020-
09548-y; Hanada Taha Thomure, “Arabic Language Education in the UAE: Choosing the Right Drivers,” in
Education in the United Arab Emirates: Innovation and Transformation, ed. Kay Gallagher (Singapore: Springer
Singapore, 2019), 75-93, https://doi.org/10.1007/978-981-13-7736-5_5; Katrien Vanpee and Dan Soneson,
“Arabic Proficiency Improvement Through a Culture of Assessment,” in Foreign Language Proficiency in Higher
Education, ed. Paula Winke and Susan M Gass (Cham: Springer International Publishing, 2019), 197-216,
https://doi.org/10.1007/978-3-030-01006-5_11.

4 Rosni Samah, Isu Pembelajaran Bahasa Arab Di Malaysia (Nilai, Negeri Sembilan: Universiti Sains Islam
Malaysia , 2009); Abdul Razif Zaini et al., “Pengajaran Bahasa Arab Di Malaysia: Permasalahan Dan Cabaran”
12, no. 1 (2019): 47-57.

5 Razif Zaini et al., “Pengajaran Bahasa Arab Di Malaysia: Permasalahan Dan Cabaran”; Azman Che Mat
and Goh Ying Soon, “Situasi Pembelajaran Bahasa Asing Di Institut Pengajian Tinggi : Perbandingan Antara
Bahasa Arab, Bahasa Mandarin Dan Bahasa Perancis,” AJTLHE:ASEAN Journal of Teaching and Learning in
Higher Education 2, no. 2 (2010): 9-21.
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6 Erfan Abdel et al., “ The Effect of Motivation on the Problems of Learning the Arabic Language among
Students of the Languages Center at the International Islamic University in Malaysia,” IIlUM Journal Of
, Educational Studies (Arabic) 11, no. 2 (2023): 47-70
, ejournal.um.edu.my/index.php/aldaad/article/view/20977/10678; Nurwaina Rasit and Zawawi Ismail//:https
Relationship Between Motivation and Students’ Arabic Language Learning Outcomes in Malaysian Religious”
, Secondary School,” AI-AZKIYAA International Journal of Language and Education | 3, no. 1 (2024): 25-38
.https://doi.org/10.33102/alazkiya

7 Nurul Asma Mazlan et al., “Student Satisfaction on Teaching Strategies and Multimedia Usage in Online
Arabic Language Course” (MDPI AG, 2022), 51, https://doi.org/10.3390/proceedings2022082051; Mohd.
Elmagzoub Eltahir et al., “The Impact of Game-Based Learning (GBL) on Students’ Motivation, Engagement and
Academic Performance on an Arabic Language Grammar Course in Higher Education,” Education and
Information Technologies 26, no. 3 (2021): 3251-78, https://doi.org/10.1007/s10639-020-10396-w; Abdel et
al., “The Effect of Motivation on the Problems of Learning the Arabic Language among Students of the
” Languages Center at the International Islamic University in Malaysia
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8 Robert E. Stake, The Art of Case Study Research (London: Sage Publications, 1995).
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9 Robert K. Yin, Case Study Research and Applications: Design and Methods, 6th ed. (London: SAGE
Publications, 2018).

10 Michael Quinn Patton, Qualitative Research & Evaluation Methods: Integrating Theory and Practice
(California: Sage Publications, 2014).

11 John W. Creswell, Qualitative Inquiry and Research Design: Choosing Among Five Approaches, 2nd ed.
(California: SAGE, 2007).

2 Sharan B. Merriam and Elizabeth J. Tisdell, Qualitative Research: A Guide to Design and Implementation,
4th ed. (San Francisco, CA: Jossey Bass, 2015); Robert Bogdan and Sari Knopp Biklen, Qualitative Research for
Education: An Introduction to Theory and Methods, 5th ed. (Boston: Allyn & Bacon, n.d.).
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13 Virginia Braun and Victoria Clarke, “Using Thematic Analysis in Psychology,” Qualitative Research in
Psychology 3, no. 2 (2006): 77-101, https://doi.org/10.1191/1478088706qp0630a.

4 Norman K. Denzin, The Research Act: A Theoretical Introduction to Sociological Methods (New York:
Routledge, 2017).

5 Yvonna S. Lincoln and Egon G. Guba, Naturalistic Inquiry (London: SAGE Publications, 1985).

16 John W. Creswell and Cheryl N. Poth, Qualitative Inquiry and Research Design: Choosing Among Five
Approaches (London: SAGE Publications, 2016).
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